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UNIT 1 : HISTORY

Objectives:

AM'éompleﬁng the study of this unit, you will
° kﬁow about the trends in English Poetry
e  learnabout Elizabethan Poetry

¢  learnabout Metaphysical Poetry

e beabletoanswer the questions on the unit

1.1 Introduction:

In this semester you are going to learn English poetry written by Edmund Spenser,
John Milton, John Donne and William Blake. You can better understand their
poetry against the historical background. This unit, therefore, concentrates on two
important schools of English poetry: Elizabethan and Metaphysical.

1.2 Elizabethan Poetry
Introduction

In the history of English literature, the Elizabethan Age refers to the period of
Queen Elizabeth (1558-1603). The Elizabethan literature refers to the bodies of
work emerged during this period. English literature flourished and witnessed its
culmination during this period. It was a great flourishing age for English literature,
especially in the fields of drama and poetry. Thomas Kyd, Christopher Marlowe,
and William Shakespeare made significant contribution to drama. Dr. Faustus,
Hamlet, Romeo and Juliet and Othello became extremely popular among the
audience. Along with drama, poetry also won the hearts of the lovers of literature
during this age. It became one of the important forms of literature. William
Shakespeare, Edmund Spenser, Philip Sidney, Walter Raleigh, Christopher
Marlowe wrote great poetry during the Elizabethan Age. Especially,
Shakespeare's 154 sonnets received wide popularity and his plays ruled over the
taste of the masses. This age, therefore, is also known as the 'Age of Shakespeare'.

Types of Elizabethan poetry
The Elizabethan Lyric:

The Elizabethan Age is chiefly known for its lyrical poetry. Many beautiful lyrics
were produced during this period. Many poets composed sweet songs. So the
Elizabethan Age is called ‘The Nest of Singing Birds'. The chief theme of these
lyrics was love which was expressed in various ways. Sir Philip Sidney was one of
the finest lyricists of the Age. He was a courtier, soldier and poet. Astrophel and
Stella is his important collection of sonnets. Sir Walter Raleigh, another great poet
of the age, was also a soldier, courtier and poet like Sydney. He wrote short lyrics
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oems were inspired by the actual events o

le. His pe \
inavery plamstyl¢ 4 : :
n - f; with themes such as love, loss. beauty and time. What is O

lyrics dea g ;o Iy, contains beautiful songs. Itis known as a musical comedy because of the
his very popular lyTic There are also some Elizabethan lyrics, - erof songs in it. The songs in the play are part of the action lhil takes place in
Shakespeare's plays ] of Arden. His song ‘Under the Greenwood Tree' summarizes the
ages of country life in comparison with the amenities of the court. Another
» Blow, Thou Winter Wind', sung by Amicns, states that physical
caused by frost and winter winds is better than the inner suffering caused
ingratitude.
s ¢'s contemporary dramatists such as Thomas Dekker and Ben Johnson
e songs for their plays. Thomas Campion wrote more than 100 lute songs.
ot for these ladies”, “Beauty, since you so much desire” are his famous
. A songbook written by him is Two Books of Ayres (1601). His Songs of
g: Bewailing the Untimely Death of Prince Henry is another famous
>fsongs. Campion used to compose his own music for his songs.

Elizabethan Sonnets:
an Italian poet, who first wrote great sonnets, Such

< so influenced by the Petrarch's sonnets that
h translation. The Petrarchan sonnet
These 14 lines are divided into two groups Octave (8 lines) and Se
The thyme-scheme of the Petrarchan sonnet is ABBAABBA CDECD
ABBA' CD CD CD. Most of the English soxlqclcem followed th
Petrarchan method. But Shakespeare divided his sonnet of 14 ling
groups of four lines, followed by a final couplet (2 lines). The rhyn
the Shakespearean sonnet 1sABAB CDCD EFEF GG.

The Elizabethan poets generally composed their sonnets in sequences cy
hundred or more. Sir Philip Sidney's Astrophel and Stella is the first {
sequence of sonnets. This Sequence eXpresses Plnymic idealism,
Spenser's Amorelti 1S another classic example of a series of sonnets. By
finest sequence of sonnets 1S Shakespeare's one hundred and fifty-|
Some of his sonnets are addressed to a youth of high rank, Shakesp
Others focus on Shakespeare's infatuation for a'dark lady".

It was Petrarch,
as Wyattand Surrey Wert
his sonnets to England throug

than Pastoral Poetry:

has its origin in the folk songs and ceremonies that honoured the
ds. The pastoral presents a picture of the naturalness and innocence of
is often written from the point of view of a shepherd. Theocritus's The
nts rustic characters who discuss the pleasures of country life. The
et Virgil adopted the pastoral mode in Eclogues. The form became
again with Italian poets such as Petrarch, Mantuan, and Boccaccio.
penser wrote a series of pastorals under the title The Shepheardes
(1579). The poem depicts the hife of Colin Clout as a shepherd through
months of the year. The other great pastoral poet of the Elizabethan
Sir Philip Sidney. His Arcadia (1580) contains several pastoral lyrics.
mance portrays major characters that spend their time disguised as
ds. Shakespeare also made use of pastoral ideas and themes in his plays As
The Winter's Tale and The Tempest.

Elizabethan Songs:
The most popular form of the lyric during the Elizabethan Age was
court of the Elizabeth was called 'the Nest of Singing Birds'. Even Shak
wrote many beautiful songs for his plays. The Elizabethan Age pro
kinds of songs: love songs, religious songs, patriotic songs, war
philosophical songs. They expressed different moods such as gra
sentimental, mocking etc. The Elizabethan songs are mainly con
expressing the theme of love Joy, sorrow, praise of wine, childhood ai
some of the other themes widely found n the Elizabethan songs,
Sidney's songs express such themes as passion, beauty, romance, etc,
lofty and have a superb musical quality. The Fourth song in Astrop.

g
n Satire:
and flourished during the Elizabethan era. Spenser's Mother
fale, written in 1578-1579, is an allegorical poem. Its satire aims at
orm. Due to its satirical tone, Lord Burghley, the primary secretary of
1, was greatly annoyed and Spenser was estranged from the English
ohn Donne's carliest poems provide sharp criticism of the problems of
ociety. His satires chose such Elizabethan topics as corruption in the
m, mediocre poets, and pomp iers. He made use of such images
5, vomit, manure and plague. He severely attacked the fools and knaves
His Of the Progress of the Soul: The Second Anniversary (1612)isa
itual meditation upon the process of death, burial, and corruption.
it and ironical descriptions have made his satires classical. Joseph Hall
ttacked the establishment during the Elizabethan Age. His
om (1597) is his satirical take on ancient Latin literature.

reads:
Only joy, now here youare,
Fitto hear and ease my care;

Letmy whispering voice obtain
Sweet reward for sharpest pain;
Take me to thee, and thee to me-
‘No, no, no, no, my dear, let be.'
‘Rings Out Your Bells' is one more famous song written by Sidney.

Shakespeare has written many beautiful songs for his comedies and ro

songs are fresh and spontaneous. They have rustic realism. Some of! n Religious and Epic Poetry:

thwell wrote religious poetry. His Saint Peter's Complaint (1595) isa

express the touching feeling of love. As You Like It, Shakespea
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poem written Of
(1596) n which he mnte
style develope
all the characters

Features of Eliz
The Elizabethan era 1

Elizabethan poetry IS nota
verse,avariety of poetic form:

1

us theme Edmund Spenser wm‘e'
o Nhri‘izd 1o write 12 books of this poem in
Virgil. He only completed half of the
he poem havea specific symbolic m

.d by Homer and
andeventsint

abethan Poetry:

often regarded as 3 golden age for
ble for such features as the use of the som
s, classical material, and double enty

The Elizabethan sonnet: One of the best forms used
ets is the Elizabethan or English sonnet. Thomas e

g‘c’tﬂrchan or Italian sonnet 10 England. But Henry Howard

developed a typical English form. Elizabethan sonnets

let. The rhyme scheme is: ABAB CD

trains and a coup! J
pi made a very brilliant use of this

William Shakespeare

Earl of Surry made a very innovat

Jank Verse: The
- try. He left the lines unrhymed.

jambic pentameter in his poe!

poetic form is calle
rhyme. This form war found very close to natural human

Marlowe and Shakespeare chose blank verse for their dram
use blank verse for serious purposes and leave prose for comedy
A variety of poetic forms: The Elizabethan age witnessed
poetic forms. Sonnets, lyrics, and songs etc were produced b
poets. The Elizabethan lyrical poetry 1s full of fluency,
and joy. Some songs EXpress delight in nature. Many love
different moods Many pastorals make use of pastoral conventio age.
genuine feeling. Other poems express patriotic outbursts. Th
reflective and religious poems. ¥
The use of classical material: The Elizabethan poets tried to g
to classical matter in their literature. They made use of different
of the past. For example, Sir Philip Sidney has used the devi nne
to the muse in Astrophel and Stella: “Fool, said my Muse to
heart, and write.” Edmund Spenser, in his epic “Faerie Q
of archaisms such as “yclept” for “called.”

The use of double entendres: Elizabethan poetry made
entendres: words or phrases that have a literal meaning but
second meaning, usually a sexual one InAct 3, Scene 1 of Has
tells Ophelia, “Get thee to a nunnery: why wouldst thou

b)134
d)54

hel and Stellaisa

era saw the rise of many great poets such as Christopher
Jonson, Edmund Spenser, Sir Philip Sidney and William

Marlowe (1564-1594) was a poet, playwright, and translator
han period. He wrote such plays as Tamburlaine, Jew of
d Doctor Faustus which are known for the use of blank verse. His
Hero and Leander was left incomplete due to his untimely death.

(1572-1637) is famous for his plays Volpone, The Alchemist,
A in His Humour, masques and poems. His poems are: Epode, Fora
jambic pentameter and consist of 14 lines, They are ofi o ook, Begging Another, Have you Seen but aBright Lily Grow.
penser (1552-1599) is addressed as ‘the poet's poet’. His man
are The Shepherd's Calendar, Amoretti and The Faerie
poetry. ' is known for good poetic style and diction. He introduced
stanza which has been imitated by many poets. He is also famous
) description. He is widely praised for his smoothness, melody,
d "blank verse'. It frees the poets from of language and diction. He is amatchless poet.
 Sidney (1554-1586) was the most respected literary figure before
seare and Spenser. He has written prose, critical essay and poetry. His
f Poetry s acollection of critical literary principles. His collection
rophel and Stella is very famous. This collection consists of
These are love sonnets. He wrote sonnets in Petrarchan style.
wrote many songs. They express passion, beauty, romance
s. His body of work places him among the array of great

espeare (1564-1616), the greatest British dramatist, wrote at
He also wrote two long poems Venus and Adonis and Rape of
wrote 154 sonnets and they are very famous in English
¢ introduced a new form of sonnet known as the Shakespearean,

sonnets.

sianers?” On a literal level, Hamlet is worried about Ophe!

P

called

shelter her from the world and from men. But in Elizabs b)songs
“nunnery” meant “brothel.” So Hamlet insults Ophelia. Sh - d
ambiguity to express Hamlet's madness. ) somnets
irst eight lines of the P han sonnet
b) couplet

d) refrain
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as the queen © fEngland durng

4. Elizabethw 3
2) 1660-1700 b) 1558-1603 L for i P and all ", Johnson also
o1898-1902 @ 1568-1602 s the reader was not much pleased with this kind of poetry.

5 Christopher Marlowe has used ——— inhis play Do ane. George Herbert, Richard Crashaw, Andrew Marvell and Henry
a) free verse b) iambic pentameter E the 'central figures' m Metaphysical School of poetry. The typuc;l
¢) enjambment d) blank verse poet dealt with simple and traditional themes. He took interest in

‘d-'m;lmlyﬁct!obnbmwmglyrucwdlpmﬂn
of | | Elizabethan poetry. He loped the style of using
i in poetry. He frequently used everyday

rase/sentence.

B) Answer in one word ph
undSpcme(scollccuonof onnets

1. Mention the title of Edm
2. What |stthhzabcxnn.v\gerall:dforpmducmgu,o nan
name of Shakespeare's play which is called

s of metaphor. Hispoeu'yhadmdmblemﬂmeonomﬂ
T-n.TheymnhmdhisuylgThcybomwedDme‘smmnaw
Mmymohm:bereligxmhfe.bmwnumedmuummseculu
) their religious poetry. Not all metaphysical poets published their
-edmcimlhmhcirr.opisinmnmpt
physic: poeuywvusnlongpaiodofumu.ﬁmnlsnwI678.John
t© vliﬁngabmul”ZmdMuv:lldiedmlMS.mu.muphyual
s a large period of time. It involves great social, cultural and
| changes. The metaphysical poems have some common
Theyuelondedwidlmng:imgu’y,puldnx,mdwmpliamd

3. Menton the
comedy.

4. Howmany books Spenser wanted

5. Whocompleted Marlowe’s pocm The Hero and Leander?

to include in his Faerie O

1.2.2 Terms to Remember:

o octave: the first eightlines of the Petrarchan sonnet

o sestet: thelastsixlinesofthe Petrarchan sonnet % e il by the Metaph
mlymnaiﬁalwymthchnpmmofmxhoome
ptto apply their method in his own work.

recommend the use of ‘Baroque’ instead of Metaphysical’ for these

- B

.
o amenities: faciliuies
o ingratitude:lackof| ‘gratitude, thanklessness

13 Metaphysical Poetry

Introduction: 3
It was Dr. Samuel Johnson who first coined the term ‘Metaphysical
describe a group of 17° century English poets. In his book Lives
Eminent English Poets (1779-81), in the chapter on Abraham Coy
mentioned, there “appeared a race of writers that may be termed the m
poets”. Here, he was probably referring to John Dryden, who said of J
“He afffects the metaphysics, not only in his satires, but in his

of Metaphysical poetry:

intelligence: This is the most important characteristic of
poetry. lldisxinguisbsthispomyﬁomomapoeu'y.m
poets show their scholarship and leaning. All metaphysical
n impomnoe,nmtom:mphysics,bmwimelligmee.mdmﬂn
men of learning. They made use of wit while writing poetry. Dr.
wrote: “To write on their plan it was at least necessary to read and
p\ﬂlhch'kncwledgehxsuhlw:ylhaxmlmgerudﬂ'bﬂed
whnﬂ\cynidifhehckedtbelmow]edge!hcyhdnsedh

3
3
B
H
g
&
2
£
a
|
B
&
-1
g
2
g
&
g
g
8
2
E

speculations of philosophy, when he should engage their hearts,
them with the softness of love.” Dryden noticed that Donne was us
philosophy, not only in his satires, but in his love poetry. He found

made an appeal, not to the hearts, but to the heads, of the women of h
Donne, thus, was found to be writing, not emotional, but intell

sical satires as well as religious poems are

ary or conversational openings. They play over the subjects and
Following Dryden, Dr. Johnson found fault with the 17" century :m::divmwoo‘f zm:mmoﬁ
conceit and word-play. He wrote: “The metaphysical poets were men ation of believers. Donne's poem "The Good Morrow is ldt,hmdm
and, to show their learning was their whole endeavour; but, unluckily The speaker boldly asks:

show it in thyme, instead of writing poetry, they only wrote verses..."”.
found the verses 1.¢. poetry written by these poets 'imperfect’. He furthers cr
“The most heterogeneous ideas are yoked by violence together; nature and

speaking voice: Metaphysical poetry is highly dramatic.
/ = ized by
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From 1550 To 1832 -1




Literature In English
From 1550 To 18321

History

6.

7.

4
T wonder by my troth, what thou ar
Did, ullwe Jloved Were wenotw

But sucked on country pleasures,
red we in the 'seven sles

: phy In metaphysical poetry,
rison 1s used as a means of explonng the experience it conveys
the use of far-fetched images is one more interesting
tic of the metaphysical poetry

lang Thel of metaphysical poets is a refined one. It is
e of learned men. It is direct, natural, and idiomatic. Itis quite free

orsno!
ersational directness For examp|

s poetry has conv 3
Doniesp For God's sake hold your tongue, g

Or All other things to their dests ¢ nven tional limitations. The poems of Marvell are fine examples of
Onlyourlove hath no decay; guage.
: ind ed hn duri teenth
Use of natural style Metaphysical poets revolted against ke ll’:ek':y m::':s with Jol .Donne. l\:ni:g the seven c‘mby
i ooy P°°“‘;,d‘c“s"ry“l‘:“‘:v°a‘;“::“‘“m ‘ meters, and unusual images and turns of speech. The
us: thewr & harsh

the Metaphysical poets th hysical poets.

descriptions copied from dcscnphons'dby lmlt’lﬁo;u
imitations, bymdmonal imagery and hereditary similes' L
Use of fantastic conceits and hyperboles: Tl.re metaphys
fantastic conceits and hyperboles to impress their fefidm.‘

conceit usually sets up an analogy between the spiritual
makes use of an extended metaphor with a comp]?x I
images and ideas in surprising Ways. Accord_.mg
Metaphysical poets borrowed this style from Marino
Crashaw made several translations from Marino. Marv
Mistress” 1s a very famous example of the use. of
Metaphysical poets made use of fantastic ideas a.nd m
contemporary scientific or geogmphlcal dxspovenes to e
and moral questions. In ‘A Valediction Forbidding Mo
on a host of metaphors and images — the weather, n
astrological happenings, metallurgy —to dcscrfbc the d bi
In the same poem, he compares two lovers with the two le
This characteristic brought greater depth and amore thou,
metaphysical poetry in comparison with fhe more playful a
of the Baroque style among other poets of the time. 5
Use of wordplay: Dryden said that the Metaphysical poets |
one poor word ten thousand ways”

Obscurity: The metaphysical poets tried to find out the ve:
the smes'of mind and feeling. So the metaphysical po
understand. They put forward dissimilar ideas without .
them. The readeris always confused by their use of ellipti Pk BB i ot o i
Religious and Amorous. The metaphysical poetry can be diy nly k B o oy Bl actino enllacan il
divisions: religious and amorous. It is a fine fusion of the 2 Scl'ml'llam_ (1650). He published the second volumes of this
Carew, Suckling and Marvell wrote religious poetry. Herbe ¢ His collection Olor Iscanus (The Swan of Usk, 1651) has the
: L of the country. This collection s filled with odd words and similes.

e (1573-1631) was the pioneer of| Metaphysical poetry. He wrote
poems, religious poems, elegies, songs, satires, epigrams and
wrote secular poems, religious poems and satirical poems. His
d by his use of metaphysical conceits. He created two
of work in the 1590s: 1) Satires and 2) Songs and Sonnets. He
Divine Poems in 1607. He also wrote the Holy Sonnets.
ert (1593-1630) was a poet, orator and priest. He wrote
1 lyrics. All of his poems are on religious themes. He has made use
in his poems. In “The Windows”, for example, he compares a
cher to glass. He uses puns and wordplay to express the
‘between the mundane and the spiritual. “The Altar” is a classic
pattern poem. The poem is printed on the page in the shape of an
his poems have endured as popular hymns. “King of Glory”
ce” are famous examples of it. In 1633 all of his poems were
in The Temple: Sacred Poems and Private Ejaculations. His
own for simple and homely language and a good sense of
He is also known as a lover of humanity.
haw (1613-1649) was a poet and teacher. He published three
poetry during his lifetime. His first book Epigrammatum
634) includes the epigr d during his schooling. His
ems (1646). He is known

vork is Steps to the Temple: Sacred Po
d'tend and ofl

Vaughan wrote amorous poctry. However, John Donne e
and amorous poems. . \ irvell (1618-1667) was a poet, satirist and politician. His most
Imagery: The imagery used in this poetry is not as an : ls‘.'l‘o His Coy Mlslress - In this poem he uses aionrpa diem
: g His imagery in this poem 1s very vibrant. His other poems

illustration. It is used to communicate thoughts and to explore satire and religious th
T c: emes.
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did not flourish after the Res

Metaphysical poetry )
i ‘:mcp However, after the First World War, th a ingly absurd di
was on the W revivedby TS Eliot, FR. Levis and He do y absurd or v
E. yque : highly ornate and extravagant style

metaphysical poetry ™ o
1 exaggerated statements or claims

jurgy : the branch of science and technology concerned with the
es of metals and their production and purification

1.3.1 Check Your Progress:

A) Choose the correct alter!
1, cmmmem saidof John

native.
Donnc.“Hcaffccls the metaphysig
b) John Dryd
d)John

haracterized by ----=-——0]

fafssi e diem : used to urge someone to make the most of the present

a) Dr. Samuel John give little thought to the future
¢) SirPhilip Sidney

2. Metaphysical poetry 1€

a) conversanonal

b) sensati
) have read about two important literary movements in English

cypassive d)active than poetry and 2) Metaphysical poetry.
3. Themostimportant device used by Andrew Marve in an age was the great age of English Literature. Poetry and drama
Mistress”is: in this era. Great d ists such as Shakesp Marl

o e b) caesura English drama and took it to masses. In this era poetry too
a)alliteratio! ) o b became popular. It was the age of songs, lyrics, and especially
¢)personification ) hypetbole theme of love, use of the sonnet, and a variety of poetical
4. Donne'spoem"The Good Morrow” is addressed to — ‘characteristics of Elizabethan poetry. Sir Thomas Wyatt, Sir
God b) Satan und Spenser, Christopher Marlowe, George Chapman and

8) . re are the important poets of the Elizabethan age.
cjawoman : i poetry emerged with the debut o John Donne. The pocts, who
5. Some Metaphysical poets used to circulate their copi his infl lled the metapt I poets. Metaphysical
a)print b) mani on the wane after the Restoration period. However, poets like T.S.
st d)blank Levis and Helen Gardner revived it in their poems. Critics and scholars
c)serp! - this poetry as the poetry which is bom out of man's passionate

life, love and death.

B) Answerinone word/phrase/sentence.

L
i - John: English 4
1. Mentionthebook written by Dr. Jol bsononthe . ! e e Progretst
2. What is the term recommended by many critics fi o -
poetry? i Progres

3. Mention the name of the European poet who
Metaphysical poets. b7

4. With what does John Donne compare the two lovers
Valediction Forbidding Mourning™? )

5. Mention the name of the twentieth century poet who

Metaphysical poetry.
1.3.2 Terms to Remember:
. physics : a branch of phil ph

o conceit : an ingenious or fanciful comparison or metap h

o heterogeneous: varied, diverse

o emulated : imitated

12 History
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B)

1.6
A)

B)

1.7

2) conversational
3) hyperbole
4) awoman

5) manuscript

1) Livesofthe Most Eminent English Poets
2) Baroque

3) Marino

4)  two legs of a compass

5) T.S.Eliot

Exercises:

Answer the following:

1. What are the characteristics of Elizabethan poetry?

2. Discuss William Shakespeare as the major poet of the Elizabethan
period.

3. Whatare the characteristics of Metaphysical poetry?

4. Write anote on the contribution made by the Metaphysical poets.

Write short notes.

1. Elizabethan songs
2. Edmund Spenser
3. JohnDonne

4. Blankverse
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